27  VEZZOSI AUGELLI
~ LUCA MARENZIO

The pretty birds among the green leafy boughs compete in
practising their pleasing notes. The breeze is murmuring and
makes the leaves and water rustle as it variously strikes them.
When the birds are silent, it responds loudly. When the birds -
sing, it shakes more gently. Whether by chance or by design, the
music of the breeze now accompanies, now alternates with their
song.

Madrigali a 4, 1585 (1592 edition)

The pastoral scene was one that appealed strongly to Marenzio’s generation of madrigalists,
and this zour de force of four-part writing has almost the quality of a tone-poem, with its vivid
word painting and rapid changes of texture. Bars 21-3 will need much practice, first without
the tenor line and then with it; the tenor, too, must be especially quiet at bars 38-43 and 54-9,
where the other voices are in a very low range, as suggested by the words.
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